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This year marks my seventh year 
performing in the Woldgate 
School Musical and as I can 

barely sing, dance or act I would say 
that the real achievement is why 
they kept letting me do it. Perhaps 
out of pity? Never the less that is 
beside the point. ‘Well then what is 
the point?’ you may be asking – and 
rightly so as I can see now that I am 
rambling profusely – the point I’m 
here to make is how the experience 

I have gained over the past seven 
years from the various musicals 
I have taken part in has been life 
changing. So if you would indulge 
me for a moment I will share with 
you the story that is the past seven 
productions starting all the way in 
2010, with ‘Little Shop of Horrors.’

As a chipper young lad with all the 
enthusiasm of the world not yet 
drained from my body like a hearty 

Italian chef’s spaghetti before it is 
promptly thrown full force at the 
kitchen wall (there’s a metaphor for 
life), the musical seemed to me like 
a wondrous experience that would 
change my life and lead to me some-
how becoming an actor. In a way I 
was right as the experience was so 
awe inspiring and spectac-
ular that I just could not 

Year 13 student, Connor Mower, who has featured in every musical of his Woldgate career, writes.
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‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

Congratualtions to all those 
involved - it was a truly 

brilliant produCtion!

Continued on page 6...

9 to 5: The Musical

A MAgnificent Seven!
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

‘9 to 5: The Musical’ is a musical based on the 1980 movie of the same name, with music and lyrics by Dolly 
Parton. It features a book by Patricia Resnick, based on the screenplay by Resnick and Colin Higgins. The 
musical premiered in Los Angeles in September 2008, and opened on Broadway in April 2009. It received 
fifteen Drama Desk Award nominations, the most received by a production in a single year, as well as four 
Tony Awards nominations. A national tour of the US launched in 2010, followed by a UK premiere in 2012 
and in 2016 a production at Woldgate School, Pocklington.

I’ve thoroughly enjoyed listening to the rehearsals over the last few weeks and it was a pleasure to see 
our pupils in school over the weekend making their final preparations on Tuesday for their opening night.

The production itself was simply stunning. With the fabulous scenery and costumes, we were transported back in time - 
the cast simply shone, delivering an exceptional performance. One audience member commented how he had ‘completely 
forgotten during the performance that they were watching a school production’, due to the sheer quality of the show. 
We have also received many comments as the week has progressed and they are all testament to the dedication and hard 
work of pupils and staff who with the support of parents, have delivered one of our very best performances ever. The 
standard should be high, as we are a Performing Arts School, but for me, this production was simply exceptional.

I would, of course, also like to recognise alongside the commitment of our pupils, the hard work and dedication of my 
colleagues, who have given freely of their time after school and have worked throughout the weekend with pupils to 
ensure they had an opportunity for their talents to shine.

For me, our Performing Arts is one aspect of the provision that, as a school, we must continue to develop by enriching our 
curriculum, ensuring learning is placed in context, made exciting and engaging, whilst also being relevant to the world 
in which we live; and designed to prepare our young people for the future. Professor Roger Marsh from York University, 
a member of our Governing Body, sent me a link last year to a presentation about the need for schools to enrich their 
curriculum and to celebrate creativity. In the presentation the point that is well made is of the value of creativity within 
the curriculum and the need to recognise that a child starting secondary school today, will not retire until the year 2074. 
In our ever changing world, can we ever predict what our society and communities will look like by that point? What 
knowledge and skills will our children need to succeed? We, therefore, need to ensure our children receive a broad, 
balanced education, enriched with opportunities for skills development and personal growth to be ready for that future.

I am therefore looking forward to seeing Mr Trevaskiss, our new Head of Holistic Education, continuing to oversee such 
productions, together with our already extensive programme and our new House system with our excellent Heads of 
House. With ambitious plans for the future, I truly believe, we will over the next year, see a whole new range of clubs, 
activity days and opportunities for our pupils that will complement the already great work that goes on in the school. 
I am also excited by our new Skills for Life Programme, which we launched this academic year. We’ve already seen our 
Year 7 pupils gaining opportunities and recognition for the development of their ‘soft skills’. We will, therefore, I’m sure, 
continue to see our pupils’ acts of great merit, character and value, both in lesson and through the extensive opportuni-
ties offered to them through our holistic education programme.

Do have a good weekend.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Key DAteS
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lower ScHool
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Representing the school is one of the pinnacles of achievement for our pupils, and at Woldgate 
we ensure there are always a wealth of opportunities for pupils to represent their school across 
a range of activities. Many of our pupils represent Woldgate School at sport, such as in our girls’ 

and boys’ football teams, netball, rugby and cricket. This week, our pupils took part in the Cross Coun-
try race with other local schools. Regardless of the result, playing for the school is a great honour and 
we are proud of all our sports teams.

As well as sports, our pupils represent the school in academic and artistic ways. This week, our pupils 
have been working hard preparing for the school musical production, ‘9 to 5’. They have worked over the weekend 
and throughout Monday and Tuesday, with a special preview dress rehearsal performance for Year 5 and Year 6 
pupils from our local primary schools on Tuesday. The opening night on Tuesday was a great success and the pupils 
have gone from strength to strength each night.

Representing Woldgate School is an achievement in itself, and those pupils who have the honour and privilege 
of doing so themselves represent the ethos and qualities that make Woldgate School such a special place; that 
everything they do is worthy of great merit, character and value.

Mr Sloman Writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL
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upper ScHool Ms Longstaff Writes:

Last Friday I had the opportunity of having breakfast alongside our Form and Council Represent-
atives from Year 7 to Year 11 as a thank you to them for regularly offering us their opinions and 
suggestions on a range of issues. Whilst having a very social start to the morning, it was also a 

fantastic opportunity to have discussions with many of them about what they really like and value 
about Woldgate. During the gathering, pupils worked in small, mixed groups and came up with some 
lovely ideas about how we can make further improvements around the school site, particularly in 
terms of lunchtime opportunities. These ideas will be discussed further and they will hopefully see 
some of them come into action during the Spring Term.

This week many of our Year 11 pupils have also taken part in a trip to Thackray Medical Museum in Leeds in order to 
support the work they have been doing in lessons.  With nine interactive galleries to visit, I am sure they will have 
fully explored the world of medicine and seen how it has developed since the Victorian age to the present day. I 
look forward to hearing all about it and hope that it has been good preparation for their forthcoming Mock Exams.

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL
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stop myself from continuing on with the musical for the many years to come. With an amazing 
cast, eager chorus and giant puppet of a man eating plant, Little Shop of Horrors holds a very special place in my 
heart and will so for the rest of my life.

Year Eight was a large step up for me with ‘Guys and Dolls’ as I received my first line in a musical. What stood out 
the most from this musical was most certainly the music and some members from the cast or, even people who just 
went to watch the show, are still singing some of the songs to this day.

Next up was ‘Grease’. This year I was determined I would have main part, I could feel it. Yet, to my dismay the parts 
where cast and my name was nowhere to be seen. Then, out of some sheer, blind luck the boy playing Vince Fontaine 
dropped out due to ‘other commitments.’ I was asked to play the part, which I gladly accepted, and hence came the 
first musical where I was given a main part and my own song. It was also probably the reason I was never given a main 
part where much singing was involved but who cares? I got a main and no one can take that away from me.

Year Ten was ‘The Wedding Singer’ the first musical where an amazing team of Miss Jenkins (now Mrs Lawson) and 
Mower were no longer an acting and directing super team. Miss Brame took over directing responsibilities and her 
directing was just as effective but at least three times more crazy. ‘The Wedding Singer’ was also a great success, 
although the thing that stuck with me the most was getting viscously slapped every night for a week– this was part 
of the performance, I wasn’t just being slapped for no apparent reason.

Mrs Lawson and Mower were reunited once again for ‘The Wiz’ the alternate version of the Wizard of Oz, where 
I was graciously given the part of Toto. However, being Dorothy’s trusty canine companion was not the fun time I 
thought it would be as it turns out the part involved puppeteering, and puppetry is hard work apparently. After 
weeks on my knees in agony it was all worth it, however, as people liked me prancing around the stage barking, 
which looks a lot less weird with a puppet dog in your hands.

Last year was ‘Oklahoma!’ where they decided to once again give me a main part. This time I was the Persian sales-
man, Ali Hakim (whose accent was more of a dodgy German than it was Persian) which even included a song. Luckily 
for me, and the audience, the song wasn’t one that involved much singing and no one was put through too much 
agony. This musical was probably my favourite as Ali Hakim is my favourite character I have played in a musical yet.

This year, ‘9 to 5: The Musical’ has been hard as, being my last, I know I will never get this experience again. As Mrs 
Lawson decided to go for Head of Sixth Form, Miss Brame once again took over directing responsibilities. I do not 
have the largest part in this year’s musical, which is probably due to them not wanting a unnerving European accent 
for a character that does not need one. I am grateful for my part however as the part of Tinsworthy is just crazy 
enough to keep me satisfied.

These Musicals have changed my life and being part of them is 
something that will stick with me for the rest of my life. I hope 
that everyone has enjoyed ‘9 to 5’ this year and will enjoy all the 
future shows to come, as will I when I return to watch them with 
you.

Connor Mower

...from front page.
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Each week in Sixth Form there are students who impress me with their efforts, their work ethic 
and their ability. This week has been no exception as I have had the great privilege of working 
with the cast and crew of this year’s whole school musical, ‘9 to 5’. For many of our Sixth Form 

students, being involved in the musical is embedded into their experience of Woldgate School as they 
have taken part in these productions for a number of years. Whether this is their 7th or 1st musical, the 
students have approached it with energy, enthusiasm and maturity. As well as the phenomenal talent 
on stage, we have Sixth Form students involved in every aspect of this production, leading and taking 
full responsibility for their allocated roles. In particular, Amber Taylor has been impressive as Student 
Director, working alongside Miss Brame to direct scenes and help the actors with their characterisa-

tion and delivery. Beth Durrant-Walker and Sophie George have been outstanding in their roles as Stage Managers, 
managing a team of 7 younger pupils and working to source props, helped design the set, made type-writers, built 
flat-pack desks, as well as running all of the set changes that take place within the show. 

While I was backstage this week, supervising pupils in the gym while they waited to go on, I was also struck by the 
maturity of the Sixth Form students involved who clearly understood that their conduct would act as an example 
to those pupils. Whether they were a lead role or a chorus member, they were encouraging, calm and supportive 
in their interactions with their fellow cast members. I could not have been more proud and that is before I begin 
to describe the talent on stage, which was phenomenal. So well done to all involved, and especially to those Sixth 
Form students who have been absolutely amazing from start to finish: Amber Taylor, Beth Durrant-Walker, Sophie 
George, Megan Preece, Gracie Edwards, Jonathan Mackintosh, Connor Mower, Joe Cahill, Natalie Wragg, Daisy 
Allen, Jasmine O’Donnell, Lorna Blackmore, Harriet Rothwell-Inch, Ellie Sullivan and Ellie Patel.

SixtH forM college Mrs Lawson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM
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